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Executive summary
During May 2017, 156 South Australians participated in targeted conversations with young people to
explore the future of the old Royal Adelaide Hospital site, in particular what its function should be,
how can it reflect and showcase innovation and what should it look and feel like.
Broadly, ideas fell into the following clusters…
Shared
opportunity

People saw huge opportunity for this unique site, and wanted to make sure
that this opportunity was shared across generations, cultures and social
circumstances. Understanding and connecting with Aboriginal history, culture
and knowledge was seen as important by many people as was improving
community connectedness on the site through its new uses.

Flexible,
adaptable and
connected

People wanted a flexible, adaptable space where they could connect with
ideas, opportunities and each other, that was physically connected to the
Botanic Gardens, North Terrace and the East End, providing a sensitive
transition from natural to urban spaces.

Sustainable

There was a strong preference for retaining and re-purposing the heritage
buildings on site, and for environmentally sustainable development that made
the best use of water and energy and included good links to public and active
modes of transport.

Green

People imagined a relaxing, calm, green space, with free public activities
alongside, and interwoven with, commercial activities.

Carefully
considered
accommodation
options

There were varied opinions about accommodation on the site – with a limited
number of people wanting a 5-star hotel however more people wanted
affordable accommodation, including short-term ‘capsule’ style
accommodation for students, and supported accommodation for homeless
people.
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Functionality, Innovation and
Aesthetics
Participants were asked to imagine the site
in the future and how it reflected 3 broad
design principles of functionality, innovation
and aesthetics. This was adapted based on
the age level of the groups, with younger
groups being asked to think generally about
these ideas, and university students and
entrepreneurs provided with specific
questions to draw out these principles.

“Versatility of space. Don’t overspecialise. Development on the
parklands is rare”
Participant, University of Adelaide

A collated overview of responses from
across all participants and all workshops to
the principles of functionality, innovation and aesthetics is provided below:

“The site would be a great place if..”
It was safe, easy to get to and there was a diverse mix of spaces for learning, socialising,
shopping, eating, sleeping and relaxing.
Several people saw this as a place to showcase the whole of South Australia in one
place – including regional food, wine and tourism.

“I would be attracted to the site if. . .”
It was welcoming for people of all ages and cultures and provided something that other
places in Adelaide don’t.

“The site could be used for. .”
More than one function – for example art exhibition spaces that were also studios and
places to develop as professional artists; a place for students to get information about
tax that included gardens with a duck pond for relaxing; and many more broad-thinking
ideas for co-uses.
Participants saw many opportunities to share the space and facilities – with
collaborative co-working spaces, cross-generational accommodation, nature play for
children and adults, community gardens for people working or living on-site, and
spaces to learn about Aboriginal culture from Aboriginal people.
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Participants would also like to see vibrant food and entertainment spaces, including
‘pop-up’ and longer term shops, cafes, restaurants and markets, including night
markets and farmers’ markets.
Some expressed a need for much needed basic services for people living in the inner
city, including a 24-hour supermarket, dentist, hair dresser, vet and a Centrelink office.
There were strong and diverging views about accommodation on site – with some
people imagining the economic benefits of a luxury international 5 star hotel, and
others wanting no living facilities on site at all. In between, there were ideas about
affordable accommodation for students and business travellers and supported
accommodation for homeless people.

“Open public spaces could be used for..”
Enjoying nature, being active, being entertained and connecting with other people.
There were many ideas for public shared space including a skate park, walking/running
tracks, play grounds from recycled materials, a public swimming pool, spaces for free
art and music performances and a dog park.

“The design, look and feel should be . . .”
Green, welcoming and connected.
There was a very strong theme of environmentally sustainable design, with a
connection to nature, using existing materials and efficient use of natural and existing
resources.
There were different
ideas about the design
and height of buildings,
from ‘no glass boxes to
‘more glass please’.
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Methodology & key engagement findings
These conversations were facilitated by democracyCo, an independent South Australian
company that specialises in community engagement and deliberative democratic processes,
on behalf of Renewal SA.
This report provides the ideas developed by young people and entrepreneurs in a series of
facilitated workshops between 8th and 19th May 2017.
The purpose of the workshops was to gain the views from a larger representation of the
specific groups than was achieved through the earlier engagement in Nov/Dec 2016.
Renewal SA will continue to have conversations about the redevelopment of this site,
including with universities, the Adelaide Botanic Gardens, school students, young
professionals, start-up entrepreneurs and cultural icons (ie the Museum, Art Gallery etc)
located on the North Terrace boulevard.
democracyCo (Emily Jenke and Ilka Walkley), used tailored interactive engagement
techniques for each group (ie different methodology) to stimulate conversations and gather
views on:





possible uses for the space to make it a great place and world class precinct
what would attract the session participants and their families to the site
entrepreneurial opportunities and the site’s connection to the East End of Adelaide’s
central business district
the site’s look and feel

Workshop participants were also shown the site ‘fly through’ video (prepared by the
preferred developer for the site and made public in October 2016) to stimulate thinking.
The following workshop summaries provide detailed information from each engagement
workshop about the ideas developed, who participated and the facilitation techniques used
to support each group.
Some verbatim contributions from participants are included in the workshop reports for each
workshop below. The workshop outputs created by participants, are contained in the
Appendices – supplement document to this main report - compiled by Renewal SA.
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What next..?
The outcomes of the interactive sessions will feed into broader consultation by Renewal SA
on the master plan for the Royal Adelaide Hospital site in 2017 and will be valuable in
considering the appropriate zoning for the site.
Specifically:
•
RSA will provide the report (and in addition the Supplement to the Main Report
containing the workshop outputs) to all of the organisations which were engaged,
update them on the next steps and ask them to inform their students/members,
in particular the workshop participants.
•
RSA will email participants directly – to those participants who provided email
addresses (through voluntary provision at the workshop registration)
•
Workshop participants, their organisations and the broader community will all
have the opportunity to see the outputs of the sessions online, in the Sheridan
Building engagement display, and as background information/context to further
engagement
•
RSA is following up with each school to provide feedback and an update will be
given on the next steps in the light of the response from government)
•
In addition, potential for ideas to be part of the interim activation site will be
explored by the Place Team and RSA will give feedback on progress in that area to
all participants.
Depending on the ultimate mix of uses
chosen for the Royal Adelaide Hospital
site, it may be possible that rezoning
through a Development Plan
Amendment (DPA) will be required in
the future.
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Workshop Reports
Adelaide High School 8th May 2017
Who: 50 Student Representative Council representatives from Year 8-12.
Process used: Students were provided with background information by democracyCo and
Renewal SA, including the site ‘fly through’ video. They then chose one of three stations to
work at (Build – with Lego; Draw – creating a poster for an imagined future event at the site;
and Write – creating and ‘interviewing’ a future user of the site).
Students recorded their own ideas on work sheets and the responses are summarised below:

What would make the site a great place?
A diverse mix of facilities and spaces for learning, socialising, shopping, eating, sleeping and
relaxing that attract a wide range of people throughout the day and evening. In this group
there was a strong theme of diversity and complexity, within people, within facilities, and
uses of the space.
Students imagined a place where people can work, and study, and enjoy themselves in one
place – e.g. an architect who lives on site, spends time with his family there and teaches
guitar at one of the artist studios.

What would attract the respondents to the site and why?
It was noteworthy that all of the people imagined in the ‘Write’ station were from countries
other than Australia – suggesting opportunities to make the space attractive for people of
many cultures, which was picked up by other students.

Possible site uses (including residential, potential for a hotel)?
Students shared many uses for the site, including
outdoor swimming pools, an outdoor theatre with
a retractable roof, a public leisure centre with a
community hall, sports lessons and sports
equipment for hire.

“A place to make happy
memories”
Student, Adelaide High
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Notably, students recommended multiple and creative functions for different facilities, including:





an outdoor cinema connected to a help centre for businesses and people looking for
work, providing better connections between work and play
a tax advice office with a rooftop garden and a pond with ducks for serenity
‘a glass cube study area where you could be inside but feel like you were outside’.

They also suggested uses beyond the transactional with people ‘owning’ the space they are
using – e.g. ‘make your own food with support from a professional chef’, rather than just
buying food made by someone else.
Some students liked the idea of a 5 star hotel, others imagined a university for deaf and
hearing impaired people and a place where refugees can be helped.

Entrepreneurial opportunities and connection to the East End?
Specific ideas included a free workspace and place to test out ideas in the innovation quarter

How the open public spaces could be used – how the respondents envisage
themselves and others in the spaces?
A community feel, and a place of quiet in the middle of the city.

Look and feel – design, form, density, height and sustainability?
Students imagined a place that was clean, safe, and beautiful.
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Pulteney Grammar Group 1, 9th May 2017
Who: 9 x Year 11 & 12 Geography students
Process used: Students were provided with background information by democracyCo and
Renewal SA, including the site ‘fly through’ video. They then chose one of three stations to
work at (Build – with Lego; Draw – creating a poster for an imagined future event at the site;
and Write – creating and ‘interviewing’ a future user of the site).
Students recorded their own ideas on work sheets and the responses are summarised below:

What would make the site a great place?
Interactions between people, including elderly and younger generations. One student
thought that ‘high end retail outlets & mall linked to five-star hotel so high socio economic
groups can gather and spend time and money’ would contribute to making the site a great
place.

What would attract the respondents to the site and why?
Similar to Adelaide High School it was noticeable that many of the imagined future visitors to
the site would be from other countries and they saw multi-culturalism as an opportunity to
bring tourists to the area.
Students also saw the site as being a bridge between Adelaide University and the innovation
quarter.

Possible site uses (including residential, potential for a hotel)?
Students imagined a hotel
overlooking the Botanic Garden,
which families with students
studying could utilise as well as
other people who could spend
money nearby. Two people also
wanted to see quality student
accommodation.
Along with accommodation there
were ideas for a live international
music and arts programme (open
to public every fortnight), small
scale bars and restaurants and an
art and design gallery.
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How the open public spaces could be used – how the respondents envisage
themselves and others in the spaces?
Students had many ideas for active use of the public spaces including free bike hire for
residents and students, a playground made of recycled materials, a park with sporting
activities for older and younger people and an ‘outdoor gym with playground elements
including wooden weights and a climbing wall’.

‘Welcoming, inclusive, diverse
cultures, fresh, young’ and ‘All about
connections and community’
Student, Pulteney Grammar
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Pulteney Grammar Group 2, 9th May 2017
Who: 20 x Year 6 students
Process used: Students were provided with background information by democracyCo and
Renewal SA, including the site ‘fly through’ video. They then chose one of three stations to
work at (Build – with Lego; Draw – creating a poster for an imagined future event at the site;
and Write – creating and ‘interviewing’ a future user of the site).
Students recorded their own ideas on work sheets and the responses are summarised below:

What would make the site a great place? What would attract the respondents to the
site and why?
Students imagined a place to work and study, with a link from the new high school, to the
University.

Possible site uses (including residential, potential for a hotel)?
More students here than in other groups saw a potential for living on site, imagining
apartments that ‘could be joined to (the) modern medical school, or set in the arts and
tourism quarter’.
People living on site could access a shopping centre, cinema, recreational centre/gym and a
‘market where people can buy food and other things’ and a vet which ‘helps animals live a
safe and happy life’, along with a ‘puppy dog school’ and ‘a small park for all the animals to
stroll around’.
Students also shared their ideas for a sports stadium with ‘bigger capacity than other soccer
stadiums, with a big scoreboard in the middle’.
One student suggested an electric
car dealer to decrease pollution,
selling electric cars, with a test
drive area and a place to charge
cars.
One idea with support from other
students was a homeless shelter
with ‘a garden for them to work in
and be with their community.
Everyone gets to grow their own
fruit and veg to improve the
environment and create less
poverty’.
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How the open public spaces could be used – how the respondents envisage
themselves and others in the spaces?
Students shared many different ideas for places to hang out and play, including an adventure
park with tunnels, a flying fox, with a bridge, gardens, shops, and ‘a path with glow in the
dark pavers that light up at night, not using electricity and saving power’.
Other ideas included a library in heritage buildings which includes an outdoor area, a glass
dome, areas to relax and study and a skate park near a garden space.

Look and feel – design, form, density, height and sustainability?
Wildlife and nature.

In this day and age too many kids on
screens – get them off screens and
on skateboards, BMX, scooters, and
hover boards with different spaces
for beginners and advanced… health
is better than Play Stations
Student, Pulteney Grammar
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Gilles Street Primary 15th May 2017
Who: 20 students from the Leadership Group (years 5, 6 and 7)
Process used: Students were provided with background information by democracyCo and
Renewal SA, including the site ‘fly through’ video. They then chose one of three stations to
work at (Build – with Lego; Draw – creating a poster for an imagined future event at the site;
and Write – creating and ‘interviewing’ a future user of the site).
Students recorded their own ideas on work sheets and the responses are summarised below:

Possible site uses (including residential, potential for a hotel)?
Students imagined several ideas relating to Aboriginal people, culture and knowledge,
including a place for indigenous young people to learn from older indigenous people, a
boarding school for indigenous students, where all schools can visit to study and research
indigenous history and culture and an Aboriginal learning/cultural centre.
They also suggested a 5 star hotel – one idea was for students – ‘it’s close to universities so
students can live there’ and another ‘a luxurious place for tourists to stay. ‘Close to
attractions this fantastic hotel would include an infinity pool with a fantastic roof top view of
Adelaide’ Other accommodation ideas included an apartment for students.
Other creative ideas included tourist
attractions (a Ferris wheel), a clock
tower, a giant free to use telescope and
an art workshop for ‘designing, creating
and meeting new friends with lots of
tech’.

How the open public spaces could be
used – how the respondents envisage
themselves and others in the spaces?
Students drew posters imagining a range of events, many free and accessible, including a
seasonal fair, cultural festivals and an open day for homeless people, including support
services.

Look and feel – design, form, density, height and sustainability?
Students described a calm space, with trees, water fountains and different types of plants.
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Adelaide University 17th May 2017
Who: 20 students across 15+ disciplines
Process Used: After being provided with background information, including the site ‘fly
though’, students shared their ‘top of mind ideas’, then broke into three groups in a ‘world
café’ style format, based on three broad design principles – functionality, innovation and
aesthetics. A few prompts supporting each principle were used to stimulate imagination and
discussion. Ideas were recorded on post it notes and the most exciting/conflicting ideas were
identified and shared. Participants changed tables during the process, adding to the ideas
already noted at each of the 3 café tables. A summary is provided below:

Top of mind ideas:
Students had some initial thoughts and questions
following the introductory information, some
were unsure about the hotel idea and wanted to
make sure the site was active day and night,
others wanted to make sure it was easy to access
and connected to other areas of the city.

Aesthetics
Initial exciting/conflicting ideas:
The use of glass sparked discussion. Some people
didn’t want it, some wanted lots! Popular ideas
were for a street art wall with an opportunity for
people to create whatever they want, vertical
spaces and community gardens, design which
reflects heritage features, and a place for
community.
Common with other groups students wanted the
space to be flexible.

What would make the site a great place? What would attract the respondents to the
site and why?
‘Something different than Rundle Mall’ and ‘more entertainment in the space instead of a lot
of shops creating a special meaning to the space’.

Possible site uses (including residential, potential for a hotel)?
Students envisaged small scale development with a ‘village feel’:
 a mixed use housing precinct
 a small boutique hotel
 Artisan hub/work space (particularly in heritage spaces)
 Pop-up shops/food trucks.
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Entrepreneurial opportunities and connection to the East End?
This question was not specifically addressed by this group.

How the open public spaces could be used – how the respondents envisage
themselves and others in the spaces?
Students imagined public spaces
where people can come together to
be active and enjoy nature, including a
town square, a dog park, topiary
gardens/maze, a skate park and local
and street art with a ‘permanent and
free spray wall’.

Look and feel – design, form,
density, height and sustainability?
Several people wanted a design that
had character and was cohesive with
its surroundings – retaining heritage
features and using stone already present in the heritage buildings. A comment that shows
the tensions inherent in the design is - ‘no glass boxes (or maybe)’
People also wanted to reflect history, reinforce cultural identity, recognise Kaurna land, and
draw on indigenous land management practices.

Functionality
Initial exciting/conflicting ideas:
One question was ‘How appropriate is it to have an international hotel here when this area is
about education? If you build it, its permanent and this could impact on the versatility of the
space.’
Other students saw the opportunity for places for overnight stays in ‘capsule
accommodation’ for students and tourists.

What would make the site a great place? And what would attract the respondents to
the site and why?
A strong theme was that the site be safe at night and that this could be achieved by having 24
hour activity on the site, for people from ‘different walks of life’.
Many students also suggested good free Wi-Fi and cheap rent.
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Possible site uses (including residential, potential for a hotel)?
Students suggested student accommodation ‘with greenery’, a ‘pill hotel’ with capsule beds
and 24 hour shops/convenience stores.
Several others suggested re-purposing the existing “Womens’ Health” heritage listed building
for use by charities for women.

Entrepreneurial opportunities and connection to the East
End?
Students saw opportunities for co-working and
collaborating, including hot desks for small business/new
graduates/self-employed people and small scale
enterprises including student stalls and local food.

‘Modular, ever changing so it never
feels stale and old’
Student Adelaide University

How the open public spaces could be used – how the
respondents envisage themselves and others in the
spaces?

As with other groups the students felt this was a place
where people could come together and be active, with a
free performance area, bike and (free) sports equipment rental and even a City Beach like
Sunnybank in Brisbane.

Look and feel – design, form, density, height and sustainability?
Participants wanted the space to be very different to Hindley/Rundle. “Its own identity that’s
special, connecting with people”

Innovation
Initial exciting/conflicting ideas
‘What is going to be the drawcard for the economy?’
‘Needs to have something that is different to Melbourne and Sydney’
‘Uni is always busy – sometimes on site 24 hours. Hub open, but no food after 6pm. So you
don’t feel like you’re by yourself. Key card accessible to students in a place where other
students are living, as they may be more open to students coming in’
‘Food and activities more relevant to people who don’t come from Australia – safe, enjoyable
– sell Adelaide to people who wouldn’t normally come here’
‘Cost effective student or public housing but still high quality’
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What would make the site a great place? And what would attract the respondents
to the site and why?
Students want to see a place where new and exciting things happen, with an emphasis on
multicultural identity.
As with other groups, safety was seen as important, as was an ability to adapt, especially to
new technology.

Possible site uses (including residential, potential for a hotel)?
Students saw opportunities for on-site living, especially if it was affordable, small scale and
unique, including student accommodation and multi-generation accommodation.
There were several ideas for small-scale, boutique hotels and ideas to bring people into the
city with night markets and performing spaces.
Students also imagined a shared working space and on-site child care facilities ‘in order to
retain innovative talent’.

Entrepreneurial opportunities and connection to the East End?
One idea was to attract more
international students through
restaurants for food cultures that
are not currently represented in
Adelaide.

How the open public spaces
could be used – how the
respondents envisage
themselves and others in the
spaces?
Community gardens and petfriendly spaces were mentioned
by students.

Look and feel – design, form, density, height and sustainability?
Versatility and environmental sustainability were key themes, along with a suggestion to
continue involving students in the design for the site.
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Poll Results
Participants completed a ‘what’s most important to you’ poll – the statements for which
were derived from previous engagement – and the results are below. For this exercise,
‘something else’ was explained by the participant as being environmental sustainability.
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Hub Adelaide 18th May 2017
Who: 31 Entrepreneurs
Process used: After being provided with background information, including the site ‘fly
though’, people shared their ‘top of mind ideas’, then broke into three groups in a ‘world
café’ style format, based on three broad design principles – functionality, innovation and
aesthetics. A few prompts supporting each principle were used to stimulate imagination and
discussion. Ideas were recorded on post it notes and the most exciting/conflicting ideas were
identified and shared. Participants changed tables during the process, adding to the ideas
already noted at each of the 3 café tables. A summary is provided below:

Top of mind ideas:
Entrepreneurs present had some initial questions about the density of the site – ‘it’s a bit
shocking, made me think of the Docklands’ and ideas and also suggested to be bold, have
statement architecture and create a focus for the food and wine sector, including vineyards
in the city.

Functionality
What would make the site a great place?
Entrepreneurs wanted a
space to collaborate and bring
community together, to enjoy
the arts, public space and
South Australian food.
‘Why would people stay here
longer? (HINT: It’s not to
shop/sit in a café). It’s to
engage in culture: art,
performance, music’

What would attract the
respondents to the site and why?
Entrepreneurs were attracted to a space where designers have taken risks, where people can
live and work, interacting with each other and the arts, culture, and ideas.
‘Why are they here? To participate, not consume. To Create. To be challenged. To hear and
say things that are challenging’.
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Possible site uses (including residential, potential for a hotel)?
Some people saw an opportunity for short and long term accommodation, including for
students, others did not.
‘Student accommodation –
blend in with all universities,
attract more
interstate/international
students’
‘Is this the place for housing?
We don’t think so. This
should be a completely
public, natural space’.
Entrepreneurs wanted the
site to be active - to do yoga,
play on a flying fox, walk on
trails, play basketball, ice or
roller skate or just ‘hang-out’ . . .and to experience food, regions, wine and art of SA in one
place.

Entrepreneurial opportunities and connection to the East End?
Unsurprisingly entrepreneurs saw opportunities to extend Adelaide’s reputation as an
entrepreneurial hub with an “Entrepreneur in residence” and dynamic on-line businesses.

How the open public spaces could be used – how the respondents envisage
themselves and others in the spaces?
This question was not specifically addressed by the group.

Look and feel – design, form, density, height and sustainability?
A strong theme was that the design ‘blended’ with the Botanic Gardens through the whole
site, providing a staggered transition between green spaces, with adaptable architecture and
interactive spaces.
Higher density accommodation was supported by some people.
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Aesthetics
Again a strong theme was ‘staggering’ the transition between green spaces from the Botanic
Gardens.

What would make the site a great
place?
‘Staggered integration between the
Botanic Garden to the North Tce
frontage with green spaces slowly
introducing ‘statement architecture’.
Another suggestion was wall spaces for
‘street art’ style paintings.

What would attract the respondents
to the site and why?
Entrepreneurs suggested bold design with a statement building that will attract visitors and
not date.
‘Be bold, like SAHMRI, not like Convention Centre’

Possible site uses
(including residential,
potential for a hotel)?
Residential uses were
not raised, but some
ideas were given for
vertical and community
gardens.
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Entrepreneurial opportunities and connection to the East End?
This question was not specifically discussed by this group.

How the open public spaces could be used – how the respondents envisage
themselves and others in the spaces?
‘Keep the community engaged further than just sitting next to each other through culture’
with internet and device free areas, free yoga and meditation’.

Look and feel – design, form, density, height and sustainability?
As with other groups there was a very strong theme of environmentally sustainable
development, vertical spaces including gardens and integrating functions across the site.
‘Get rid of language like ‘quarters’ which gives the perception that there is separation - all
things are linked and the architecture should reflect this’

What would make the site a great place? What would attract the respondents to the
site and why?
A place people, tourists go to take selfies and videos posting and hash tagging to the world.
‘The site needs a theme, that can lead into other areas . . .connect to the Wine Centre’
Physical and technology connections were also a strong theme with this group.

Possible site uses (including residential, potential for a hotel)?
Entrepreneurs suggested strong South Australian themes, and promoting Indigenous and
broader culture, food and history.
There were also ideas for personal development and connecting across generations through
play, art and conversation/public oration.

Entrepreneurial opportunities and connection to the East End?
Several people suggested a maker space to proto-type and collaborate.

How the open public spaces could be used – how the respondents envisage
themselves and others in the spaces?
People envisaged themselves enjoying public, art, nature play and public oration, free,
political, open discourse.

Look and feel – design, form, density, height and sustainability?
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Again there was a strong theme for environmentally sustainable design and built-in
adaptability of spaces to encourage sharing and collaboration, with continuing community
involvement to decide how the spaces will be used over time.
‘lots of greenery on all levels. . .like Hundertwasserhaus Vienna’

Poll Results
Participants completed a
‘what’s most important to you’
poll – the statements for which
were derived from previous
engagement – the results are
below. For this exercise,
‘something else’ was explained
by the participant as being a
way to promote
communication between
people, interaction, don’t try to
‘entertain us’. A place to
question ourselves and talk
about it – challenging ideas and
learn new things).
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Uni SA 19th May 2017
Who: 14 students
Process used: After being provided with background information, including the site ‘fly
though’, people shared their ‘top of mind ideas’, then broke into three groups in a ‘world
café’ style format, based on three broad design principles – functionality, innovation and
aesthetics. A few prompts supporting each principle were used to stimulate imagination and
discussion. Ideas were recorded on post it notes and the most exciting/conflicting ideas were
identified and shared. Participants changed tables during the process, adding to the ideas
already noted at each of the 3 café tables. A summary is provided below:

Top of mind ideas:
‘I’m liking the design direction – that’s the direction we’re going’.
‘Looks like a huge proportion of the site is housing – I don’t (know) whether it’s necessary, it
could be but don’t know especially with Bowden not far away with lots of different living
options. Would it need to be as big?’ [Comment made as a direct reaction to the concept
images contained in the fly through – prompting discussion]
‘Please, please keep the historical stone buildings, you can’t re-build them’.

Innovation
Students saw this as a
place to integrate
spaces, people and
ideas to learn and
collaborate, including
about Aboriginal
culture. They did not
want separate areas
for separate
functions.
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What would make the site a great place? What would attract the respondents to the
site and why?
Students thought it was important to welcome people in from North Terrace, either walking
or via public transport.
The site should provide links – with history and Aboriginal culture, and between university
life, intern work, and a professional environment.
‘’ . it should be a compound. . NO more shops. . a place for artists to work with scientists and
technological experts.’

Possible site uses (including residential, potential for a hotel)?
Students imagined a place for people to come together, a Kaurna meeting space, and a place
for existing South Australian arts and cultural organisations to expand.
One idea was one (really tall) accommodation building with a small foot print to get more use
out of the land. ‘It could look like a monument, with vertical gardens’.

Entrepreneurial opportunities and connection to the East End?
Students saw an opportunity to connect with senior business people as interns and junior
level workers.

How the open public spaces
could be used – how the
respondents envisage
themselves and others in the
spaces?
There was a theme using
Aboriginal traditional knowledge
and arts and integrated green
spaces to create an identity for
the public spaces.

Look and feel – design, form,
density, height and
sustainability?
Students wanted to see design that allowed for multiple functions in one place, integrated
buildings and greenery and was open to Aboriginal and multicultural influences.
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Aesthetics
Students imagined interesting, interactive street-level spaces that have character and are
interesting for pedestrians.
‘Open walls – open up to artists –as the feel of the area changes the art works change’.

What would make the site a great place? What would attract the respondents to the
site and why?
Students wanted to see interactive art – and parking!

Possible site uses (including residential, potential for a hotel)?
Utilising some space for short term accommodation for regional students or people needing
somewhere to stay, as well as somewhere for their well-being, such as counselling.
‘Students or others may feel stress. It’ll be good to get help nearby’.
Students also suggested a museum and a small-scale artist’s hub.

Entrepreneurial opportunities and connection to the East End?
This question was not specifically addressed by this group.

How the open public spaces could be used – how the respondents envisage
themselves and others in the spaces?
Students envisaged enjoying garden spaces including a NYC ‘High Line’ style overhead garden
extending out into the city, as well as a place to learn with a YR 12 Indigenous
learning/language school.

Look and feel – design, form, density, height and sustainability?
There was a large number of ideas for this question. Students would like to see heritage
buildings maintained, reference to Aboriginal design, maintaining natural space and visually
extending the Botanic Gardens through the site with low-rise buildings.
‘Please save the temple and heritage buildings’.
Students also saw opportunities for opening up the East End allowing a gateway into the city
– from ‘the site through to the East End and beyond to Grenfell St.

Functionality
Students saw this as a place to be active and creative with skate parks, a jogging track, live
music and space for artists, as well as necessary facilities for people living in the city –
supermarkets, hairdressers and dentists.
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What would make the site a great place? What would attract the respondents to the
site and why?
There were no additional responses to these questions.

Possible site uses (including residential, potential for a hotel)?
Students saw potential for accommodation to help keep the area “vibrant”, as long as
accommodation was affordable, and not in the public space. One idea was for Japanese-style
sleeping pods which could be used for travellers, business people, late night workers and
students.
This could be supported by services for people living in the city.
Other ideas included:
 Animals and wild life
 Venues for the arts, including a live-in design studio
 A skate park
 Integration services for homeless people

Entrepreneurial opportunities and connection to the East End?
There were no specific responses to this question from this group.

How the open public spaces
could be used – how the
respondents envisage
themselves and others in the
spaces?
Students wanted to combine
public spaces with businesses
and innovation – with more
public space rather than living
space.
‘Put public space central, must
pass through to other
programs’.

Look and feel – design, form, density, height and sustainability?
Students wanted flexible open spaces with multiple functions in one place that are
seamlessly connected throughout the site with green space – ‘bring the garden through the
centre’.
Environmentally sustainable design and access to public transport was again a theme, along
with maintaining heritage buildings.
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Poll Results
Participants completed a ‘what’s most important to you’ poll – the statements for which
were derived from previous engagement – and the results are below. For this exercise,
‘something else’ was explained by the participant as being accommodation for homeless
people, more than a roof over their head, with support.
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