
DELIVERING LASTING IMPACT  
THROUGH PROPERTY AND PROJECTS

Acknowledgement  
of Country
We acknowledge the Traditional 
Owners and Custodians of the 
Lands throughout South Australia.

We respect and support their 
spiritual relationship with Country 
and connection to their land, 
waters and community.

As an organisation that is 
passionate about creating 
a better future for all South 
Australians, we are committed 
to working with First Nations 
peoples to ensure Culture and 
Country is respected in everything 
we do and is represented through 
our people and projects.
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Renewal SA’s vision for reconciliation is  
one where Culture and Country are fully  
interwoven with property and development; 
where our shared history connects us to 
place and is a source of pride.

We represent an industry inescapably 
tied to the land. We know that each of 
our projects is located on land that has 
been nurtured by First Nations peoples 
for thousands of years, so we have a 
responsibility to lead by example and 
drive reconciliation within our industry to 
generate meaningful social, cultural and 
economic change.

For our organisation, reconciliation isn’t 
simply about respecting culture, it’s also 
about making it a part of our everyday 
operation including planning, urban 

design, project development, affordable 
housing, job creation, work experience 
and industry partnerships. 

Renewal SA is proactively managing 
cultural heritage and working 
collaboratively with local First Nations 
communities as well as building and 
maintaining strong relationships with 
Traditional Owners and other relevant 
stakeholders across South Australia

We want our commitment to be 
demonstrated through action and 
go beyond just meeting legislative 
requirements. We are committed to 
working with First Nations peoples to 
bring the best elements of Culture and 
Country to the fore and delivering  
those through our projects. 

Reconciliation and cultural 
heritage
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Heritage
Noarlunga First Nations heritage and engagement

The name Noarlunga is an 
English adaptation of the 
native Kaurna word for 
Nurlongga, meaning ‘at 
the curvature’. It refers to 
the horseshoe bend close 
to the mouth of the nearby 
Onkaparinga River. 

Renewal SA is committed to 
reconciliation and is working 
closely with First Nations 
organisations, Elders and 
community members through 
the master-planning stages 
and across the lifecycle of the 
Noarlunga project to ensure 
First Nations culture and 

heritage is acknowledged and 
managed appropriately. 

Noarlunga is a greenfield site 
that has not previously been 
developed. Several Aboriginal 
cultural heritage assessment 
and field survey’s have been 
undertaken including a recent 
survey commissioned by 
Renewal SA with participation 
of Kaurna representatives. 

Aboriginal traditional 
owners have confirmed the 
anthropological significance 
of the project site. 

The known archaeological 
presence in the region and 
associated flora and fauna 
are highly significant to 
Aboriginal people as they 
are part of a connective 
cultural landscape that, in 
the wider context of the 
coastal environs, contain 
high ethnographic values 
associated with the Dreaming 
as well as potential for 
remnant archaeological 
values and significance 
according to Aboriginal 
history and archaeology.

 ^ Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Survey of land at Noarlunga 
Downs (2003)

 ^ Kaurna Cultural Heritage 
Assessment and Cultural 
Heritage Management Plan 
(2021)

 ^ Cultural Heritage Survey 
of land associated with 
Noarlunga (2023); Kaurna 
Yerta Aboriginal Corporation  
(KYAC) endorsed

 ^ Cultural Heritage 
Management Plan; draft 
reviewed by KYAC

 ^ Engaging First Nations 
owned organisations for 
workshop facilitation, 
landscape design 

 ^ Ground Penetrating Radar 
Survey 

 ^ Culture, Heritage and 
Identity Study 

State heritage 
There is a State Heritage Place located within the south-western portion of the project site. 

Development adjacent to a State and/or Local Heritage Place must maintain the heritage and 
cultural values of those places. It should ensure that built form does not dominate, encroach on, 
or unduly impact on the setting of the place. Planning and design of the Noarlunga project site 
will respect and thoughtfully consider neighbouring community assets. Any interfaces are being 
designed in a co-ordinated way that enhances the overall flow and use of the space. 

Activities undertaken to date: 
 ^ Minister’s Authorisation 

under the Aboriginal 
Heritage Act 1988

 ^ Engagement with First 
Nations peoples

 - Heritage, Culture and       
Identity 
- Southern Reserve Design     
 (place of reflection and  
 open space) 
- Artwork

Underway: 
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Homes on Sixth Street, Bowden

As the South Australian Government’s 
property development agency,  
Renewal SA is committed to delivering 
residential projects that support our 
state’s social and economic growth.

At the heart of this is our drive to 
champion new levels of supply, diversity 
and affordability in our cities and regions 
to ensure South Australians have the 
opportunity to live where they want, how 
they want and at a price they can afford.

We ensure that every project has 
community at its core, creating thriving 

and connected mixed use environments 
that are modelled on the highest 
standards of engagement from planning 
through to completion.

Renewal SA is committed to delivering 
greater liveability, sustainability and 
affordability for all South Australians.

To find out more about our 
projects and to subscribe 
to receive Renewal SA’s 
e-newsletter, Impact visit 
renewalsa.sa.gov.au/

Renewal SA story
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Sustainability
Renewal SA development considers the big picture – providing urgently 
needed housing for people, while also reducing our environmental 
impact and supporting communities to thrive. 

Sustainable housing principles include:

Healthy, resilient and affordable 
communities 

 ^ Providing natural light access and 
good acoustics is healthier for people. 

 ^ Good connections to walking, public 
transport or cycle paths helps with 
affordability and convenience. 

 ^ All-electric homes eliminate gas bills 
and improve indoor air quality.    

Striving for net zero carbon 
emissions and responsible 
construction 

 ^ Attention to design and smart 
materials choices helps reduce waste. 

 ^ Homes designed for energy efficiency 
require less energy to heat and cool, 
saving money every year. 

 ^ Being ready for electric cars, choosing 
efficient appliances and rooftop solar 
helps create low carbon lifestyles.

Connection to nature  
and place

 ^ Green spaces are good for keeping 
cool, as well as providing valuable 
habitat for urban wildlife. 

 ^ On hot summer days, nearby 
shady trees help buildings run more 
efficiently.  

Carbon emissions fact file
Around one-fifth of carbon emissions 
are generated by buildings in 
operation – mostly from electricity 
and gas use.  

Australia has signed an international 
agreement to cut carbon emissions 
by 43% by 2030 compared to 2005 
levels, in line with the science of what’s 
required to avoid dangerous climate 
change. 

South Australia has a target to  
be net zero by 2050. 

Tonsley’s solar system and district-wide energy 
scheme provides clean, locally-generated electricity 
to the businesses in the Tonsley Innovation District 
and residents of Tonsley Village. 



Centina apprentices Zaydn and Jayden

The Works Program is Renewal SA’s community training and employment model that 
maximises community and social inclusion benefits stemming from our urban renewal 
activities.

The Works Program delivers economic outcomes through:

 ^ work experience and employment opportunities in Renewal SA-managed contracts 

 ^ engagement, training and employment programs delivered in partnership with 
registered training organisations and community stakeholders.

To find out more, visit renewalsa.sa.gov.au/works

Works Program


