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Thank 
you
Events like this cannot happen without the 
generous support of those who attend.

We had another great result from our second 
workshop and were thrilled to see some new 
faces as well as some returning from the first 
workshop.

For those who weren’t able to attend, we are 
hopeful that this document may fill you in on 
some of the details of how things progressed 
in this workshop.



Workshop 
#2 Agenda
Site visits report

Propagating the future: 
seeds for discussion 
-  Coming, Being & Going 
-  Sustainability 
-  Materiality 
-  Beyond the Plants

Young experts picture 
card exercise

Hands on co-design 
session



Site 
visits
Following a brief recap of what happened 
during workshop 1 for those that were new 
to the project, our team presented some 
photographs and those that were present 
shared some experiences about the visits to 
other community gardens that had taken place 
between the first and second workshops.

One of the themes that continued to emerge 
during this presentation was the functions of 
a community garden beyond the growing of 
plants.

The following pages feature some of pictures 
from the visits taken by Andrew Bishop from 
Renewal SA.







Coming, Being 
& Going
At this table, we created a huge story 
board to facilitate a discussion about the 
ways in which the garden might be used.

Some of the questions are obvious, but 
others came out of the rich and varied 
input we had in the first workshop.

What time might you visit 
the garden?
Weekends, afternoons and evenings 
seemed to be the most popular times so 
it will be important to consider how this 
works with the neighbouring sporting 
club.

Where might you come 
from? and how might you 
get to the garden?
Most people said they would be coming 
from home, sometimes by car and 
sometimes on foot or by bike.

What or who will you bring 
with you?
Continuing from the themes emerging 
in the first workshop we had a lot of 
people talking about bringing families and 
children to the garden as well as a couple 
who would come alone or with their pets.

What will you do in the 
garden?
As you might expect, this question 
generated a huge variety of discussions 
ranging from watering and maintaining 
plants through to people using the 
garden as an extension of their living 
space for relaxing and socialising.

Where would you like to 
take a rest?
Because the first workshop led to a lot 
of people talking about relaxing, sitting, 
meditating etc. we asked what sort of 
place people anticipated they would take 
a break in and had responses ranging 
from creating outdoor lounge room to 
finding a comfortable log to sit on.

What will you take with you 
from the garden?
While food and produce were obvious 
take-home items, many people also 
talked about taking away knowledge, 
friends, and a sense of community from 
the garden.





Sustainability
As one of the key priorities in planning 
a garden that can serve as a model for 
the future, sustainability was a topic that 
generated a lot of keen interest and great 
ideas.

This table discussed everything from 
water management strategies to food 
security and energy generation.





Materiality
One of the biggest decisions we need to 
make as a community is what the garden 
will be made of.  What follows are some 
highlights of a very rich and interesting 
discussion that took place during the 
workshop.

General strategy
Reusing and up-cycling were recurring 
themes along with a general desire for 
an eclectic mix of materials rather than 
‘polished’ or ‘finished’ look.

Raised beds
As in the first workshop, there was a 
general consensus that raised garden 
beds are critical. This was echoed again 
in this workshop.

There were plenty of ideas for reusing 
materials rather than using virgin 
materials, from tyres to old doors.

Boundary definition
Rather than establishing hard 
boundaries, using fruit or other trees to 
define soft boundaries proved a popular 
idea, along with using any walls created 
by the storage shed to grow climbers.

Pathways
There were plenty of ideas for what the 
pathways could be made from, with 
natural materials generally favoured.

While food and produce were obvious 
take-home items, many people also 
talked about taking away knowledge, 
friends, and a sense of community from 
the garden.





Beyond the 
plants
Another lively discussion was had at this 
table with a real enthusiasm coming 
across for the garden to be about more 
than just growing plants.

There were plenty of ideas coming up at 
this table from small scale projects like a 
birdbath to larger strategies like ensuring 
there is space for future festival type 
activities.





Young 
experts
At our second workshop we had some 
young experts come along.

Because the inclusion of spaces for 
children was identified as a critical area 
of focus at the first workshop, we asked 
the two primary school aged children at 
the second workshop to undertake the 
picture card exercise that was done at 
the first workshop.

They were presented with the same 
picture cards we used at the first 
workshop and came up with some 
insightful and creative responses.

There were two cards that were chosen 
by both, but generally there was an 
attraction to colour, pattern, artwork, 
creative activities and places that looked 
like they would be nice to spend time in.

Spirals and loops

A maze to explore



Colour of flowers 
and leaves

A nice garden to 
be in 

I just like it Stone statues

Cute mushrooms 
People making 

things

Different colour 
flowers and 
mushrooms



Yoga sessions

Colours

Patterns

Strawberries

Nice leaves and 
funky owls

Flamingos



Hands on  
co-design
After all of the great conversations 
around the four workshop themes, we 
turned to our enormous 1:100 scale 
plans of the garden to start to co-create a 
strategy for the garden.

This was a great deal of fun and we split 
into two groups to start discussing the 
layout and design of the garden.

After some time spent designing, the two 
groups presented their ideas to each 
other and realised that they had come up 
with remarkably similar ideas. Together, 
these plans establish a few key decisions 
such as where the garden beds should 
be, where resting and recreation areas 
should be, where the storage should be, 
where the entry and exit points should 
be, where areas will be set aside for 
children to play, and how to incorporate 
the many wonderful ideas that have 
emerged from the two workshops so far.

This has given our planner Rod some 
great information that he is in the 
process of turning into some sketch 
design documents that will become a 
part of your submission to council.







Where to 
next?
We are almost done with the planning workshops and ready 
to hit the ground running. We just have one final workshop 
planned to help plan the submission to the Adelaide Park 
Lands Authority and the Adelaide City Council.

Workshop 3: Distillation, governance 
structure and strategy going forward.

Tuesday 8th December 2015 
6:00pm - 7:30pm, Plant 1, Bowden

To get involved contact Diane Zerna: 
8346 7170 or diane.zerna@sa.gov.au


